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Trade Protectionism and Electoral Outcome: Theory and Evidence

Miaojie Yu
China Center for Economics Research

National School of Development , Peking University

Abstract: Previous studies have recognized that campaign contributions affect electoral
outcome. However, whether or not a party's trade platform affects its votes is far less
discussed. In this paper, we first present a theoretical model to predict that a high
Democratic trade platform increases its vote share via the channel of enriching campaign
contributions. On the other hand, it may also decrease its vote share by cutting its o-
riginal electoral bases. Therefore, the net effect remains an empirical question. Using a
rich panel district dataset and clearly controlling the endogeneity of trade platform, we
then find robust empirical evidence to support our theoretical predictions. Overall, a
high trade platform cannot help the Democrats win more seats in the House Election,

though it does help them collect more campaign funding.
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